Of the nervous affections which complicate pregnancy, chorea is one of the most interesting. It consists in combined movements of one or more groups of muscles, independent of cerebral influence, increasing in violence when predetermined movements are attempted, and more or less interfering with the latter.1
Chorea is peculiarly a disease of childhood, but is occasionally observed also in the adult. When it does thus occur in the adult female, it is frequently found in connection with pregnancy. Numerous cases of this description are recorded by Lever, Meissner, Romberg, and others.
In some the disease is found to have continued from childhood, or from the period of commencing menstruation on till the occurrence of pregnancy. In others it has commenced with or during pregnancy, and in another class of cases it has a less distinct individuality, being found merely as the precursor or follower of paralysis of Her pulse varies in frequency, is never rapid, but weak; the skin dry and scurfy ; she complains of burning heat in hands and feet,?tongue not foul,?suffers greatly from vomiting after every meal,?no derangement of the heart's action, or of the function of the kidneys, can be discovered. There is a copious muco-purulent discharge from the vagina, which is much softened and dilated, and the cervix uteri is in a swollen and abraded condition. Late in the evening involuntary movements of the lower limbs come on, causing great annoyance, and continuing till she goes to bed. Generally she falls into a short sleep, which is, however, soon interrupted, and then the motions recommence and continue for hours till she again falls asleep. On awaking, the choreic movements are again entirely absent till near evening. 
